Geoffrey Field Junior School
Newsletter - November 2018
It has been fantastic to see so many of you supporting your children’s learning by coming into school this
term. The new class assemblies are proving really popular and numbers are growing with each class.
We had a record turn out for parents’ consultations this term. I was also pleased to see so many parents
come to find out how they can help their children with their times tables at home at our recent workshop.
We have had lots of positive feedback about how useful the session was. Thanks to everyone who attended
and many thanks to Miss Bunker and Miss Pritchard for organising this. There are several new events in the
lead up to Christmas this year so do make sure you have put the dates below in your diaries.

Shelly Hancock
Headteacher

School Councillors

Diary Dates
Week beg 26th November
Healthy Snacks Week
Friday 30th November 2.15pm
Mr Tuck’s class assembly
Thursday 6th December 9 - 10.30am
Coffee Morning drop in Friday 7th December
Choir visiting Wierside Shelter Housing
Week beg 10th December
Last week of after school clubs
Spring term clubs information

Congratulations to the following pupils who have been
elected as School Councillors for their class for the rest of
the year. School Council is a great opportunity for
children to get involved in school life and help decide
what happens in school for themselves and their
classmates.
The new Councillors have not wasted any time and have
organised a Healthy Snacks week for the school starting on
26th November - further details inside.

Wednesday 12th December 5.30pm
WEC Public Speaking Finalists
Competition at University of Reading
Thursday 13th December 6pm
Y4 Production to parents
Friday 14th December
Christmas jumper day
Christmas craft afternoon 2-3pm
Monday 17th December
Carol concert in school hall
11.30 am Y3 & Y4 2.15pm Y5 & Y6
Tuesday 18th December 3.15 - 4.30pm
Christmas Fayre
Wednesday 19th December
Children’s Christmas dinner
Friday 21st December
End of term. School closes at 3pm as
usual.

Year 3
Molly B
Tessa L
Hollie W

Year 4
Hina M
Angelo P
Eshan Y

Year 5
Lexi-Rose H
Nia B
Zac W

Year 6
Natalia D
Qasim Ali Y
Caylum K

Remembrance Assembly
This year we marked the 100 years since the
end of WWI with a balloon and poppy
release in assembly and with the children
making a giant poppy shape on the
playground.

Pumpkin Challenge
Congratulations to Carl Wilson
who won the heaviest pumpkin
competition this year.
His pumpkin weighed a
whopping 19kg.
Carl told the school that his
secret to growing such a large
pumpkin was feeding the soil
around it with guinea pig poo!

Follow us on social media
We have had a school twitter account for a while
now. Next month we will also be launching our
Facebook page.
Both will be great places to see photos of what’s
been happening in school or find out about what’s
coming up.

Christmas Dinner

Wednesday 19th December

The school Christmas Dinner for pupils will be
on Wednesday 19th December.
If your child would like a Christmas dinner on
this day, you will need to book in advance
using ParentPay.
To help the kitchen know how much food to
order, please book lunches by Friday 7th
December. If you have any problems booking,
please contact the school office.

Times Tables
As I am sure you will have seen in the news and the press, the Government is introducing a new
times tables test in 2020. This will be taken by all pupils when they are in Year 4 and we have
applied to take part in the pilot test this year so that we can find out about the test before the
official launch.
Times tables are vital to lots of other areas of maths and it is important that children know their
tables and division facts. The National Curriculum for England sets out the following
expectations for what children should know in each year group.
Y2 - know multiplication and division facts for 2x, 5x and 10x tables
Y3 - know multiplication and division facts for 2x, 5x, 10x, 3x, 4x, and 8x tables
Y4 - know multiplication and division facts for all times tables up to 12x table
Y5 & Y6 - use multiplication and division facts to work out other unknown facts such as 17 x 8
To help children practice their times tables at home, we
have bought a subscription for every child in the school to
an online programme called ’Times Tables Rock Stars’.
All pupils have been given a personal log-in which means
that they can access the programme from any computer,
tablet or phone that can connect to the internet. This is a
fun programme and the children’s initial feedback is that
they love it! Please encourage your child to log-in and
have a go if they have not done so already. If your child
has forgotten their log-in details, they can get a copy from
their class teacher.

GFJS Time Tables Awards
Times tables need lots of practice to master so that pupils have the facts at their finger tips.
We like to reward pupils who have been putting in extra effort to learn their next times tables
and have a series of certificates and badges for pupils as they progress. Pupils work through the
bronze, silver and gold certificates before moving onto the badges which are awarded to pupils
who can answer a certain number of mixed table multiplication and division questions in two
minutes.

BRONZE certificate for learning
2x, 5x, 10x

SILVER certificate for learning
2x, 5x, 10x, 3x, 4x and 8x tables

GOLD certificate for learning all
times tables up to 12x 12

Healthy Snack Week

Week beginning 26th November

The new School Council have organised a Healthy Snacks week for next week.
During this week, they will be encouraging everyone to ditch the chocolate and crisps at playtime in
favour of a more healthy snack.
In preparation for Healthy Snack Week, School Council had a great morning with the Chartwells team
learning all about healthy snacks. They made a range of oat based snacks and Chartwells have kindly
donated 60 more oatcakes for School Council to sell on the playground. Many thanks to Donna and
the team at Chartwells for supporting the school with Healthy Snack Week

To help everyone to eat healthily, School Council will be selling oatcakes and
vegetables at playtime on Tuesday and Wednesday next week.
They are also running a competition for pupils to submit a recipe for healthy snack or meal.
The winners’ recipes will be published in a new GFJS Healthy Recipe Book which will
be on sale at the start of the new year.

GFJS Choir Perform At The Hexagon

A massive well done to the GFJS choir who performed at the Hexagon last week in the
Berkshire Maestros Junior Music Festival. They sang a number of songs from the musical RATS!
which was based on the story of the Pied Piper of Hamelin. It is a fantastic opportunity for
our children to sing in a professional theatre in front of thousands of people and something I
know they will remember. A special well done to choir member Natalia who was also a
narrator for the story. Thanks to Mrs Lancaster for getting our choir in fine voice for this
special event.

WEC Public Speaking Competition
‘My Community’

The annual WEC Schools Public Speaking Competition will be taking place next month.
All the schools in Whitley are invited to take part and the theme this year is ‘My Community’.
Pupils who wish to enter need to prepare and practise a speech (2-3minutes) about this topic.
We will hold heats in school to find our three school finalists. These three children will
perform their speech at the University of Reading on Wednesday 12th December where they
will compete against the finalists from other schools.
If your child is interested in taking part in this competition, you can help them by discussing
what they might include in their speech and helping them to practise at home.
Good luck everyone!

Christmas Activities
Christmas Craft Afternoon
Parent-Pupil Sessions
Friday 14th December 2-3pm

We would like to invite to you come into school and join your children in their
classes to make cards and decorations for Christmas. This year to make it easier for parents with
more than one child at GFJS, we are grouping siblings into the same class so that parents can
come and work with all their children without rushing between classes.
Please make your way to the playground where you will be signed in and taken to your
child’s class.

Christmas Jumper Day
Friday 14th December

We will be taking part in Christmas jumper day
again this year. All children are invited to wear
a Christmas jumper or Christmas dress
(no onesies) for £1, half of which will go to the
school and half to Save The Children.
Pupils do not need to wear school
uniform trousers/skirts.

Christmas Fayre

Monday 18th December
3.15 - 4.15pm
We are delighted to tell you that we will be
having a Christmas Fayre again this year.
This will take place in the school hall. We
hope you will come along and support us.

If anyone would like to help out with
preparations or on the day, please speak to
our Family Worker Mrs Levett.

Carol Concert for Pupils and Parents

Monday 17th December
Y3 & Y4 11. 30 and Y5 & Y6 2.15pm School Hall
This year we are introducing a new Carol Concert as part of our
Christmas festivities.
Year 5 pupils will be leading the concert with readings and songs that tell the Christmas Story.
The rest of the school will be joining in with singing of traditional carols and some more modern
Christmas songs. So that parents can join us, we are having two concerts - 11.30am for parents
of Y3 & Y4 children and 2.15pm for parents of Y5 & Y6 children.

Competition Winners!
Reading In Bloom

We are delighted to tell you that Geoffrey Field Junior School have won two awards at the
annual Reading In Bloom Awards, We won the School’s Challenge Award (for the third year in a
row) and the Jessica Cecil Award for contribution to Reading’s environment. The GFJS allotments
were also part of the showcase gardens that Reading Borough Council used for their application
in the Regional and National Britain in Bloom competition.
Peter Sloman, Chief Executive of the Council, has written to the school to thank us for our
participation, saying “ The visit to Geoffrey Field Junior School showed the next generation of
bloomers are coming on nicely and will keep Reading looking into the future.”
Thank you for all the hard work of the pupils, parents and Mr Fox for making the Allotment club
such a success!

Great GFJS Apple Bake Off
The Great Geoffrey Field Apple Bake Off was
again a huge success with 36 entries. We had a
great range of sweet apple dishes to try and for the
first time we had a savoury meat and apple entry.
Well done to all the children that entered and a
special thanks to Mr Fox for running this very
popular event.
Congratulations to overall winner Laila and
runners up Quasim and Lily seen here with their
prizes of aprons and cook books.

Staff Update
We are pleased to welcome back Mrs Pilling as a teacher at GFJS.
She left a few years ago to move north but has now moved back
down south and so we are delighted that Mrs Pilling is able to come
back to us as a cover teacher.

Mrs Pilling

Governor Update
Roger Busk, who has been a Governor at GFJS
for many years, is retiring from the roles this term.
We would like to say a special thank you to
Roger for all his support and guidance over the
years.
We would like to say welcome to Louise Chivers
who joined the Governing Body this term as a
new parent Governor. We still have a vacancy
for another parent Governor. Please do pop into
school if you would like to find out more about
this role.

Roger Busk

Louise Chivers

Good Book Mentions
Each week in sharing assembly, teachers nominate one or two pupils to go into the ‘Good Book’.
This could be for excellent work, for great behaviour or for demonstrating one of our school values.
A special well done to the following pupils who have been mentioned in the ‘Good Book’ since the
last news letter.

Year 3
Leighton
Fahad
Luca
Luna
Lilly

Molly
Tayaba
Zaina
Ollie
China

Year 4
Kayden
Rayyan
Jeremy
Isaac
Grace
Tommy
Jack
Robin B

Issiah
Haider
Courtney
Angelo
Imaan
Prayasha
Robyn C
Sophie D

Year 6

Year 5
Jeneille
Malachi
Angel O
Ismael
Kayden G
Kyra

George
Junaid
Kian
Karol
Dannaya

Lillia
Zaynah
Kayla
Miah
Shiwani
Paige
Marley
Pheobe
Deon
Yigithan

Tiara
Omari
Maxou
Thomas
Jayden
Renee
Zahra
Corie
Willeigham
Zainab

