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KEEPING OUR COMMUNITY INFORMED AND INVOLVED

The weather might have been cooling down and the days growing 
shorter, but Aspire2 activities were in abundance this autumn. 

Autumnal Aspire2 

February
Wednesday 17:

Spring Craft Activity:  
Wednesday 17 February, Community Cafe, time 
TBC: Get going early with your spring crafts. 
Delivered by the University of Reading, there will 
the opportunity for children to create spring and 
Easter inspired crafts while parents enjoy a cuppa 
and cake. 

February
Saturday 27: 

Flamboyance:  
Saturday 27 February, 6pm – 8pm at Longbarn Lane 
Recreational Ground. “The Oracle and her council 
need your help. A strange greyness is growing over 
Whitley...” Whitley’s first winter light festival 
will unravel the story of the Oracle and her pet 
chameleon. Working with local schools artists Nick 
Garnett, Jude Haste and Richard Bentley will launch 
this year’s WhitFest in a dazzle of fire and light. 

April 
Sunday 3: 

Reading Half Marathon:  
Are you a keen runner or looking for a challenge? 
Aspire2 is looking for people to run the Reading 
Half Marathon on 3rd April 2016 and raise funds to 
help support our community programmes. If you are 
interested in running on our behalf please contact 
Christina Pepper at clerk.aspire2@gmail.com. 
To support those running the Reading Half Marathon 
on behalf of Aspire2 please go to our website for 
details: http://www.aspire2whitley.com/news-and-
events/

April 
Spring Raffle:  
There are some great prizes on 
offer in this year’s spring raffle including a cash 
prize, M&S vouchers, University of Reading products 
and wine hampers to name a few. All proceeds 
go towards supporting this year’s WhitFest. If you 
would like to buy a ticket please contact Christina 
Pepper at clerk.aspire2@gmail.com or ask at the 
reception of a Whitley primary school near you.

Winter 2016 

Film Screening: 
Whitley Past, Present, and Future

April
Monday 4 - Friday 8: 

Ufton Court Easter Holiday Trips: 
4 – 8 April. For more information please contact Sarah 
King at sarah.king@geoffreyfieldinfant.reading.sch.uk.

Coming 
Up... 

WhitFest 2016: 
Light Up Whitley: 

Get involved with Whitley’s only 
community arts’ festival. There will be 
opportunities to take part in free arts 
activities throughout May half term 
(30 May – 4 June). The festival will 
culminate at the Finale event on 

Saturday 18 June. We want all the 
great things in Whitley to shine 

brightly, so come help us 
celebrate this spring 

and summer. 

The Imagining Whitley project offered 
older people in South Reading the 
opportunity to explore their creativity, 
develop their voices and present 
diverse stories and views to a wide 
audience. Working with Real Time and 
the young people organising WhitFest 
2015 a 20 minute documentary 
“Whitley Past, Present and Future” 
was produced. A celebratory screening 
of the documentary took place at 
South Reading Community Centre 
on 14th October 2015. The audience 
included many of the people who had 
contributed to the film. The screening 
relived a South Reading tradition as in 
the past the community centre used 
to offer a children’s film screening on Saturday mornings. Many people present also recalled the Savoy 
cinema, which once stood in South Reading. The video has also been made available for use by other local 
organisations.

Whitley Past Present and Future is available on line at 
https://vimeo.com/user14092278/review/133735752/159ba2598b

Welcome to WCDA  
The Whitley Community Development Association 
continues to work with local residents to 
understand what the people of Whitley want. 
It is interested to learn about your needs and 
aspirations for the future. The WCDA have worked 
extremely hard to set up the Community Café 
that is becoming more and more popular offering 
a variety of refreshments, sandwiches/toasties 
and some great cakes! Pop in, meet friends and 
colleagues or attend one of the events or courses.

Please check them out at one of the Facebook 
pages – Whitley Social Club & Café or WhitleyCDA 
@ Whitley Big Local for more information.



Dinton Pastures - 
Wednesday 28th 
of October 2015 
Thirty children from 5 of the WEC schools went to Dinton Pastures in 
October. On arrival, they had to all change into wetsuits, which the 
children found very funny and difficult to do. The children were split 
into two groups and were given the opportunity to go into the water to 
do some kayaking. Some of the children were in single and some were 
in twin kayaks. The children spent the morning on the water.

After lunch the children were split into two groups again - one group 
was taken off to complete some team building games and the other 
group was taken down to the water again. Here they were given the 
challenge to build a raft, get it into the water and all team members 
had to get on the raft and paddle on the lake. As you can imagine this 
was a very challenging activity but fun at the same time. Both groups 
swapped activities before going home on the coach. The sun shone all 
day and all the children had lots of fun.
 

What has Aspire2 been up to?
Quiz Winners

WEC Public Speaking 
Competition 2015 

In November, The Whitley Excellence Cluster (WEC) schools held an 

internal Public Speaking competition. This was open to pupils from 

Years 5 & 6 in each of the 6 participating schools: Geoffrey Field 

Junior, Christ the King Primary, New Christ Church Primary, Palmer 

Academy, The Ridgeway Primary, Whitley Park Primary. Two pupils 

represented their school in the Final on Wednesday 11th November. 

Children spoke about their ‘hero’ and were judged by:

● The Mayor of Reading, Councillor Sarah Hacker

● Chairman of Aspire2 (the WEC charity), 

 Martin Salter

● University of Reading, Dr Steve Musson

● Pupils from Year 2 in participating schools and   

 Geoffrey Field Infant school

The event was held in the Sorby Room in the Wager 

Building at the University of Reading.

The results were...

1st prize: Geoffrey Field Junior - 

Fathima Azaa Mohamed Faleel

2nd prize: Whitley Park - Dapo Oyebatta

3rd prize: Geoffrey Field Junior - 

Sarah Ibrahim Hashim

Children’s Christmas Party
Christmas came a little 
early in Whitley as the 
community celebrated 
at the Aspire2 Children’s 
Christmas Party on 
Saturday 12 December. 
This year Aspire2 
worked with Whitley 

Development Community 
Association (WDCA) to bring 
an afternoon of activities, 
music, food and let us not 

forget...Santa! Launching this 
year’s WhitFest, local artist Sara Knapp taught 

children how to make Christmas lanterns out 
of recycled glass. There was also ornament 
making, lucky dip, wish on a star, guess the 
weight of the cake, pass the parcel and an 

Xmas Splat the Rat. “There were so many 
things to do. We didn’t know what to 
expect but I’m glad we came,” Whitley 
parent. 

Mums and 
Children on 
27th October 
& Dads and 
Children 
on 26th of 
October at 
Ufton Court 
Children and their parents got 
together for a special time at 
Ufton Court in the October holiday. 
On Monday 26th of October 7 
families experienced the “Dads 
and Children” day and 11 families 
experienced the “Mums and 
Children” on Tuesday 27th of 
October. The days were run by the 
staff at Ufton Court and funded by 
ASPIRE2. The adults and children 
took part in lots of activities.

ASPIRE2 is committed to providing 
events for families away from the 
home where adults and children 
can share special experiences. If 
you have any ideas about what you 
would like the chance to do with 
your children then please let us 
know. 

Forest Immersion Trips 
Year 5 children from the Whitley primary schools have recently taken 
part in exciting residential trips to Ufton Court. Activities included:

Panto on Christmas Eve 2015
250 Panto tickets sold very quickly this year. All the families had their tickets 
given to them before the end of term. It is a great opportunity for families to 
experience live theatre at this special time of the year and ASPIRE2 is pleased to 
organise this reduced price event.

As it was so popular, it is hoped that even more tickets can be purchased for 2016 
…..Snow White!!!! Do not be disappointed by ensuring you return your slips as 
soon as possible. More information will come out to parents later in the year.

● cooking their own meals
● building trebuchets (which 
 culminated in firing water 
 balloons at the opposing team)
● low ropes challenge
● taking care of farm animals
● catching and cooking crayfish
● making camp fires
● archery
● invasion games in the woods 

The trips are carefully planned 
to develop and support children 
in building on their existing skills 
such as team building, problem 
solving, resilience and developing 
friendships as well as increasing 
curriculum knowledge of science, 
geography and history in a fun 
way. All had a good time and 
more trips are planned for 2016.

Friday October 16th saw Aspire2’s 
Annual General Meeting and Quiz 
night at Reading Girl’s School. The 
AGM is an opportunity to share our 
successes and challenges as well as 
look to a new year of activity. This 
is followed by a night of charity 
fundraising where teams from local 
schools, charities, organisations 
and government compete to be 
quiz champions. They are put 
through their paces with questions 
on everything from pop culture to 
history. The lucky winners each 
receive a bottle or wine, while the 
lowest scoring team received some 
wooden spoons. Join us next October 
for a night of fun, facts and friends. 
Money raised this year was used for 
the Aspire2 Children’s Christmas 
party.


