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24th  February  2021 

Dear Parent/Carers, 

 

Full Reopening of Schools Monday 8th March 2021 
 

I am sure you will have all seen the Prime Minister announce that all schools in England will fully reopen on           

8th March.   

This means that all children must return to school on Monday 8th March unless they are ill or self-isolating.                       

It will be a legal requirement for all parents to send their children back to school full time.  

We are very much looking forward to welcoming everyone back on site and know that the majority of the 

children will be delighted to be returning to school and to see their friends and teachers in person again rather 

than on a computer screen.  As staff, we can’t wait to see all the children and all be teaching face to face again.  

We also know that this may be daunting for a few children who have got used to being at home.  If we know 

that your child may struggle to return to school, we will be contacting you to discuss how we can support you 

and your child prior to their return to school over the next two weeks and for the first few weeks once they 

have returned.  If you feel that your child may struggle with returning to school and we have not contacted 

you by Monday 1st March, please make us aware of your concerns by contacting Mrs Burton (our Pastoral & 

Family Worker) via the school office.  

 

What is happening between now and 8th March? 

Until the 8th March, we will continue to be open for children of key workers and will continue with the remote 

learning for those children who are at home. The children have done brilliantly with their home learning up to 

half term and we want to keep this up for the final two weeks before they return to school.                                           

You can help with this by: 

 Following the school timetable sent to you at the start of lockdown whenever possible 

 Ensuring your child attends all of their live lessons each day 

 Checking your child has done the reading and other curriculum work on Google Classroom.  

If your child has a work pack, we will continue to provide these. You can collect their final work pack on 

Tuesday 2nd March. Please remember to bring back the completed work from previous work packs when you 

collect the new work pack.  
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What will school be like when it fully reopens?  

Whilst we know that the rates of transmission of COVID-19 have reduced recently, schools must keep in place 

all the COVID protection measures that we had prior to the latest lockdown. We are continuing these 

measures in order to help protect your children and the school staff, particularly as school staff have not been 

prioritised for vaccination.    

Our COVID protection measures include: 

 Pupils being kept in year group bubbles 

 Staggered start and end of days 

 Regular handwashing 

 Cleaning throughout the day as well as after school 

 The school remaining closed to all but essential visitors 

 Staff wearing face visors in the classrooms as well as round the school 

 Only one adult dropping off and collecting children 

 Parents contacting the school office by phone or email rather than in person 

 

Year Group Bubbles 

We will continue to keep children in year group ‘bubbles’ when school fully reopens. This means that your 

child will only mix with pupils in the same year group as them, including at break time and lunch time. 

 

Staggered Start And End Of Day 

We will continue with the staggered start and end of days that were in place before lockdown. The staggered 

start and end of days are in place to reduce the number of pupils and parents mixing as this will help protect 

you, your child and other children from contracting COVID-19.   

We are opening the gates 10 minutes before the start of the day for each year group and your child will be 

supervised by school staff from this time if you wish to drop them off. We have done this to try to help 

working parents or those of you who also need to drop children off at the Infant school too.  

If you have children in different year groups, you are welcome to wait on site whilst you drop off or collect all 

of your children.   

Children in Year 3 must be collected by an adult or responsible older child. Children in Years 4, 5 and 6 may 

walk home from school alone if you would like them to. Please make sure that your child knows whether they 

will be collected or should walk home alone.   
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Staggered start and end of day information for year groups 

Year 

group 

Gates open       

You can drop 

your child off 

from this time 

Gates to 

enter/leave the 

school 

School starts 
Door to enter + 

leave the 

building 

Home time 

Y3 8.30am 
Double vehicle 

gates 
8.40am 

Double green 
gates to the field 

2.55pm 

Y4 8.50am Pedestrian gates 9.00am 
Pupil entrance                  
‘The Tunnel ‘ 

3.15pm 

Y5 8.30am Pedestrian gates 8.40am 
Pupil entrance                  
‘The Tunnel ‘ 

2.55pm 

Y6 8.50am 
Double vehicle 

gates 
9.00am  

Double green 
gates to the field 

3.15pm 

 

Please note: 

 There will be a one-way system for pupils and parents using the pedestrian gates. There are signs on 

the gates to help you know which gates to use.  

 There are markers on the paths up to the school buildings to help with social distancing. 

 Parents are not allowed onto the playground or into the school buildings with their children in the 

morning.    

 
Curriculum  
 

 We will be providing the full national curriculum with the exception of: 
- PE – there will be no contact sports such as football or tag rugby. We are unsure as to when 

swimming lessons can start again but will update you when we know more.  
- Music – singing in classes or large groups cannot take place. 

 

 If children have fallen behind with their reading, writing or maths we will be providing catch up 
learning. We will contact you if we would like your child to have catch up tutoring.  
 

 The same expectations from before lockdown will be in place for homework: 
- Reading + reading record signed at least 3x per week 
- Weekly spellings 
- Weekly times tables or number bonds 
- Weekly own learning project (some of this may be shared via Google Classroom)  
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Events and trips 
 

 Currently, schools have been told by the Government that they cannot take children out on any trips 
at all. This includes day trips as well as residential visits.  
 

 

 We will continue with all of our usual events in school but some of these may have to be adapted such 
as: 
- Broadcasting assemblies to children in their classes rather than all going to the school hall 
- Recording and broadcasting events such as class assemblies so parents can watch these from 

home instead of coming into school.  
 

 
 
If your child or someone they live with has COVID-19 symptoms or tests positive 
 

 If your child has symptoms of COVID-19 they must not come into school and you should get a COVID 
test for them. You should inform the school of any test results as soon as you get them.  
 

 If your child tests positive for COVID-19, they must self-isolate for 10 days from the first full day after 
their symptoms started or from the date they took the test if they did not have any symptoms.  

 

 If your child lives with someone that has COVID-19 symptoms, the person with symptoms should get a 
COVID test and your child must self-isolate until the test result is known.   If the test result is negative, 
your child can return to school. If the test result is positive, they must self-isolate for 10 days.  

 
 
Taking your child out of school to travel abroad 
 

 It is still illegal to travel abroad unless you have a legally permitted reason to do so. 

 You are not permitted to travel abroad for a holiday, leisure reasons or for general visits to family and 
friends. 

 The school will not authorise any absences for visits abroad.  
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Frequently Asked Questions 

 
 
Who needs to come back to school? 

 All children must return to school on 8th March.   
 

Do children need to wear school uniform?  

 All children must be in their full school uniform every day.  

 They must also have a school PE kit in school every day.  
 
What can my child bring into school from home? 

 Children can only bring in their coat, PE kit, snack, reading book and book bag, own learning and 
packed lunch (if they are not having a school dinner). 

 Children should bring back their stationery pack that they took home but cannot bring in their own 
pencil case. 

 Children cannot bring in any toys from home.  
 

Who will my child mix with?  

 Children will be in year group bubbles. This means that your child will not mix with children outside of 
their year group for lessons, when they are eating or on the playground.  

 
Will social distancing still be in place? 

 Social distancing will continue to be in place in school.   

 Teachers will be keeping at least 1m from children and other staff. Children will be required to keep 
social distancing when they move around the school and there is a ‘no touch’ policy on the 
playground.  

 Parents should keep social distancing from other families and the staff on the school site when they 
are collecting and dropping off their children. 
 

Can my child wear a mask in school? 

 The Government has said that pupils should not wear masks in school.  

 If your child wears a mask to come to school, they should take it off when they enter the building and 
put in into a small plastic bag e.g. a food bag.  

 Staff will wear a face visor in classrooms and a mask if they need to come into close contact for first 
aid or if they are waiting for a parent to collect a child who has symptoms of COVID-19.   

 
What hygiene and cleaning will be in place? 

 Children and staff will be required to wash their hands at least 6 times a day and in addition if they 
sneeze or cough.  

 As well as cleaners at the end of the day, there will be a cleaner on site during the school day cleaning 
the toilets, classroom sink areas and high usage areas such as door handles and banisters.  

 Liquid hand soap, hand sanitizer gel and tissues will be available for all pupils to use in their 
classrooms.  
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Are parents allowed on the school site? 

 Only one adult from each family is allowed on site to drop off and collect their child.  

 Parents must observe social distancing when they are on site.  

 Parents of Y4 and Y5 children can wait on the grass outside the tunnel.  

 Parents of Y3 and Y6 children can wait at the end of the carpark by the school hall or on the grass 
down towards the double vehicle gates.  

 Parents are not allowed onto the playgrounds or into the school building with their children.  

 The school office will remained closed. If you need to contact the school office, you must do so by 
phone or email. 
Tel: 01189375475      Email: admin@geoffreyfield-jun.reading.sch.uk  
 

 
Will breakfast club be open? 

 Breakfast club will continue to be open.  

 All children using breakfast club must arrive between 7.45 – 8.00am. Children cannot arrive outside 
of these times. The school gates will be locked other than at this time.  

 Children will stay until their start of the school day for their year group. 

 Breakfast club will continue to be located in the school hall to allow each year group to be separated. 

 If you would like your child to have a place at breakfast club from 8th March, you must book a place in 
advance for them. Please contact the school office and they will send you further details.   
admin@geoffreyfield-jun.reading.sch.uk  

 All places at breakfast club must be booked and paid for in advance.  
  

Will Christ The King After School Club be open? 

 Christ The King after school club will not be open to Geoffrey Field Junior children due to the fact that 
children need to remain in their year group and school bubbles.  

 
 
Will GFJS still be running clubs after school? 

 We will look to start clubs in the Summer Term.  

 Clubs will take place in year group bubbles only so that children do not mix with children outside of 
their year group.  

 We will send out clubs information before Easter.  
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Will the school kitchen be open? 

 The school kitchen will be open and hot school meals will be available.  

 Meals must be ordered in advance using SchoolGrid . 

 Y3 and Y4 will eat their lunch in the dining hall. Y5 and Y6 will have their meals taken to them in their 
classrooms. This is because we need to ensure that year groups do not mix.  

 The kitchen will not be open at break time so all children must bring their own snack in from home.  
 

Will FSM vouchers still be sent out? 

 FSM voucher will stop on 5th March.   

 If your child is entitled to a FSM, they can have a school dinner from 8th  March. This must be ordered 
on SchoolGrid in advance. 

 If your circumstances have changed since lockdown and you think you may now be entitled to FSMs, 
please contact the school office who will be able to help you find out.   

 

 

We look forward to seeing you all on 8th March. If in the meantime, you have any questions, please contact the 

school office who will be happy to help you. The school office is open daily 8am to 4pm up until the end of 

term.    Tel: 01189375475    admin@geoffreyfield-jun.reading.sch.uk 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Shelly Hancock 

Headteacher 
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