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Diary Dates 

Leaver Events for Year 6 

 

Wednesday 7th July 

Y6 Enterprise day 

 

Friday 9th July 5.30pm 

Y6 Barbeque and outdoor games evening 

 

Tuesday 13th July 

Y6 Sailing and paddle boarding trip 

 

Friday 16th July 

Y6 Disco - afternoon 

 

Wednesday 21st July 

Leavers’ Assembly 

It only feels like a couple of months ago that we started the year. It has sadly been another year of disruption to 

school life. I would like to take this opportunity to say again how proud I have been of both the children and staff for 

how they have all coped with lockdown, learning and teaching on-line and then adapting to being back in school 

again. Everyone has been truly amazing. Your support in helping to keep your children learning has been fantastic.  

 

We long to be able to get back to normal school life again but it looks like the rise of the Indian variant and very high 

levels of COVID in our local area means that this isn’t likely to happen this term and we are still uncertain as to what 

the start of next year might be like.  This means that we will not be able to have  parents and families on site for any 

events this term such as sports days, the Madejski Awards or sharing  assemblies.  I know that this will be disappointing 

for many of you but I am sure you will agree that we must continue to put the safety and wellbeing of the pupils and 

staff first at the moment.  

 

I will let you know as soon as I have any information from the Government as to what we can and can’t do in school 

next year. This includes  whether we will still need to be in year group bubbles and have staggered start and end of 

days. We may not get this information until close to the start of the Autumn term so we are making two sets of plans 

depending on the guidance that we are given. There are more details inside the news letter of these plans. Please check 

your parent mail over the Summer for any updates from us.  

Shelly Hancock 

 Headteacher 

 

Diary Dates 

THIS TERM 

 

Thursday 24th & Friday 25th June 

INSET DAYS - school closed to children 

 

Tuesday 6th July 

Y5 last day of swimming 

 

Wednesday 7th July 

Madejski Awards  

 

Thursday 8th July 

Y3 & Y5 Sports Day 

 

Friday 9th July 

Y4 & Y6 Sports Day 

 

Tuesday 13th July 

End of year reports emailed out to parents 

 

Wednesday 14th July 

Swap morning -  children meet their new teacher, TA 

and class 

 

Thursday 15th July 

Clubs show video 

 

Monday 19th July 

Circus skills workshops - Y3 and Y4 

 

Tuesday 20th July 

Circus skills workshops - Y5 and Y6 

 

Wednesday 21st July 

Last day of the term 

 

Diary Dates 

2021/22 

 

Thursday 2nd September 

School reopens for all children 

 

Monday 25th - Friday 29th October 

Half term 

 

INSET DAYS 2021/22 - school closed to all pupils 

 Wednesday 1st September 

 Monday 1st November 

 Thursday 17th & Friday 18th February 

 Friday 5th July 



Good Book Mentions 

A special well done to the following pupils who have been mentioned in the ‘Good Book’ since our  

last newsletter.  

Good Book Mentions are for children who have been nominated by their teachers or teaching  assistants.  

This could be for extra special work, excellent attitude or for demonstrating the school values.    

Year 3 
 

Abdur Abigail 

Aisha  Aliza 

Angela Ashton 

Ava  Ayham 

Chelsea Coco 

Daniel L Dennis  

Diara  Elana 

Ella B Estee 

Evelyn Freyja 

Haaris  Inayah 

Jacob  Kiera  

Kensi  Khianna 

Leo  Levi 

Lillith Lola 

Lily A-S Louisa 

Lucas Mahin 

Maisie Millie 

Mason W Orlando 

Mason T-W 

Penelope Renaya 

Renee Rowen 

Safoora Shaniya 

Skyla  Taha 

Year 4 
 

Aarshiya Adam 

Aidan Aleeza  Alfie H 

Alfie R Amelia C 

Anslan  Belle 

Aureliane Bary 

Anthony M   

Bobbi  Darcy 

Dathan Dylan A 

Ethan S Harry J 

Harley W Isa K 

Ivan  Jamie 

Jasmine  Jayden 

Jordana Kareem 

Kenza Alana 

Marc  Mariam 

Megan Niteka 

Raya  Riley G 

Saleema Sidney B 

Sienna Subha 

Taliyah B Tilly 

Tyler W Vinnie 

Yakoub B Yusuf 

 

Year 5 
 

Abiona Aiden 

Akshaya Alex 

Amirah Attila 

Ava  Aziah 

Charlie Ella CP 

Emily  Hamza 

Harb  Hira 

Ibrahim Jack B 

Jack J  Jacob J 

Jacob M Jade 

Joshua K Kayden 

Kimberly Lilly K 

Lily B  Logan 

Lorenzo Maira 

Malick Manchet 

Marshall Maya 

Musa  Olly 

Phoebe Rohama 

Saad  Sahara 

Shaheer Shanelle 

Shayaan Shazana 

Shona Tayaba 

Zaina  Zion  

 

Year 6 
 

Alimah Ameer  

Amelia  Ayush  

Bikalp Diego 

Christopher   

Eliza   Ellen   

Elouise Emy 

Eshan  Evie   

Faye  Freya   

Grace  Haider 

Harneet Haseeb  

Hina   Hope   

Hussain Isa 

Isaac  Issiah   

Jamie  Jeremy  

Jibran Joy 

Kamiyla Kayden  

Kyle   Leahrah  

Madison Maisie 

Matthew Maya M  

Maya P  Nafeesa  

Nafisat Nathan 

Nicola DS Poppy F  

Rayyan  Prayasha  

Sadbia Sarah 

Taryn  Tommy  

Zainab Vanessa  

Zion  

Thames Water Help for Families 
 

 Getting help paying your water bills 

 

Did you know Thames Water offers 50% off water bills for families with a total income lower than £16,385 through 

their WaterHelp scheme? They also have a second scheme called WaterSure. It caps bills for families on certain    

benefits that have three or more children, or someone in the home with a medical condition that means they need 

extra water. To register or find out of you qualify for this help visit www.thameswater.co.uk/billsupport or call 

Thames Water on 0800 980 8800. 

 
Extra care services from Thames Water 

 

Thames Water has a Priority Services Register which is free to sign up to if you have a child under five-years-old, 

have a pensioner in your home or if anyone in the house has a physical medical condition or a mental health condi-

tion. Anyone hard of hearing or deaf, or blind or visually impaired can also register as can anyone who needs Eng-

lish language support. Being on the register means Thames Water can communicate with you in the best way for you 

and your family for example in a different language or sending letters in braille or on a different coloured paper for 

those with dyslexia. If the mains water goes off Thames Water will call and check on your needs if you’re on the  

priority register, delivering bottled water direct to your door if needed. To sign up for free visit https://

www.thameswater.co.uk/help/extra-care/priority-services or call 0800 009 3652 (foreign language translators are 

available on this number) 

http://www.thameswater.co.uk/billsupport
https://www.thameswater.co.uk/help/extra-care/priority-services
https://www.thameswater.co.uk/help/extra-care/priority-services


Plans for September 2021 

 

We are working on two sets of plans for September depending on what COVID restrictions may                          

be in place for schools. We will notify you by ParentMail as soon as we know whether restrictions 

for school must remain in place or can be lifted for September.  

 

We may not get this information until later on in the Summer holidays but will let you know as 

soon as we know. Please check your ParentMail for information over the summer holidays.  

 

 

IF COVID RESTRICTIONS ARE STILL IN PLACE FOR SCHOOLS 

 

Pupils will remain in Year Group Bubbles 

Staggered start and end of day will be in place 

Pupils kept in year groups for lessons, lunch and break 

Pupils have their own set of equipment in school 

Year group only school clubs 

School office remains closed - parents should phone or email  

 

 

 

IF COVID RESTRICTIONS ARE LIFTED FOR SCHOOLS 

 

Pupils will be able to mix with other year groups 

Same start and end of day for all year groups 

Pupils can share equipment 

Mixed year group clubs 

COVID RESTRICTIONS Staggered start and end of day information for year groups 

Year 

group 

Gates open       

You can drop 

your child off 

from this time 

Gates to enter/

leave the school 

Doors close 

Lessons start 

Door to enter + 

leave the building 
Home time 

Y3 8.30am 
Double vehicle 

gates 
8.40am 

Queue up outside 

the hall  
2.55pm 

Y4 8.50am Pedestrian gates 9.00am 

Pupil entrance                  

‘The Tunnel ‘ 
3.15pm 

Y5 8.30am Pedestrian gates 8.40am 

Pupil entrance                  

‘The Tunnel ‘ 
2.55pm 

Y6 8.50am 
Double vehicle 

gates 
9.00am 

Double green 

gates to the field 
3.15pm 

 No restrictions  Start and end of day information for year groups 

Year 

group 

Gates open       

You can drop 

your child off 

from this time 

Gates to enter/

leave the school 

Doors close 

Lessons start 

Door to enter + 

leave the building 
Home time 

Y3 8.30am 
Double vehicle 

gates 
8.45am 

Queue up outside 

the hall  
3.00pm 

Y4 8.30am Pedestrian gates 8.45am 

Pupil entrance                  

‘The Tunnel ‘ 
3.00pm 

Y5 8.30am Pedestrian gates 8.45am 

Pupil entrance                  

‘The Tunnel ‘ 
3.00pm 

Y6 8.30am 
Double vehicle 

gates 
8.45am 

Double green 

gates to the field 
3.00pm 



 

Events for the Summer Term 
 

Although we are still under COVID restrictions, we will continue to hold as many events for           

children as possible between now and the end of the term.  Unfortunately as things stand, we will 

be unable to invite parents and families to any events this term. We will however continue to       

video sharing assemblies and will also video the clubs show, Madejski Awards and Leavers’          

Assembly and send these home to parents if your child is involved.  

If you would like your child to feature in any video, please remember that you will have needed to 

have given your permission in the on-line form that we sent at the start of the year. If you have not 

given permission for your child to appear in videos for school use and to share with parents, we 

will not be able to include your child in videos of these events.  

 

 
Sports Days 

Year 3 and Year 5 - Thursday 8th July 

Year 4 and Year 6 - Friday 9th July 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each year group will take part in some                 

non-competitive sports activities and races.  

 

Please make sure your child has their PE kit, a 

hat and water bottle in school for these dates.  

 

 

Madejski Awards 

Wednesday 7th July 

 

Year groups will take part in special year group 

award ceremonies celebrating their achievements 

in relation to our school values. Each child will 

be presented with a certificate based on their 

own and their teacher’s evaluation of how well 

they have demonstrated the school values.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will send home a year group video so you 

can see your child get their certificate.  

Year 6 will be awarded their Madejski Awards 

Folder which contains all the certificates that 

they have collected over their four years at GFJS. 

 

The Award ceremony is also the time for  

Governors to present the shield for pupils in 

lower school and upper school who have been 

good role models in the school.  

 

The headteacher cup will be awarded to a pupil 

in Year 6 who has made an outstanding                   

contribution to school life since they have been 

at GFJS.  

Swap Morning 

Wednesday 14th July 

 

Swap morning is an exciting day for the       

children as this is when they will find out who 

their new teacher and TA will be for next year.  

Children will go to their new classrooms and 

spend some time with their new classmates. 

We will also get all our new lovely Year 3  

children coming to us for the morning.  

If we feel your child will need additional         

support with transition, we will be in touch 

with you separately.  



 

 

Reading Libraries Summer Reading Challenge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Organised by The Reading Agency (www.readingagency.org.uk) and the UK public library network, the 

Summer Reading Challenge is the UK’s biggest annual reading promotion for children aged 4 to 11.  

 

This year’s theme ‘Wild World Heroes’ is especially relevant and will inspire children to explore ways of 

helping to save the planet. With ideas from WWF, the Challenge focuses on taking action for nature and 

tackling real-world environmental issues, from plastic pollution and deforestation to wildlife decline and 

nature loss. 

 

What do children need to do to take part? 

 Taking part is easy - all your child needs to do is read 6 real books or eBooks over the summer. 

 Children can borrow books from one of Reading’s library or read books they have at home.  

 f your child is not a member of Reading Library service, they can join on-line.   

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/news/general/wild-world-heroes-intro 

https://www.reading.gov.uk/leisure/libraries/ 

 

 

What are the benefits of children taking part in the Summer Reading Challenge? 

 

 Each child that takes part will get a certificate and a bookmark.  

 It can help prevent the tendency for children’s reading to dip over the holidays. 

 It can help reduce screen time.  

 

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/news/general/wild-world-heroes-intro
https://www.reading.gov.uk/leisure/libraries/


   

                Aspire 2 
 

 As I am sure you will already know, Aspire2 is a local Whitley charity      

 set up by the Whitley schools to help raise money for events for the      

children of Whitley.  

 

      Thank you Aspire2 

 

Aspire 2 have very kindly donated £1000 to each school in Whitley for them to put on a fun         

activity for their children as they know that children will not have been able to have the full range 

of activities and trips this year.  

 

We are using our £1000 to pay for circus skills workshops for each class in the last week of term.  

Children will have a chance to master the skills such as plate spinning, juggling, diablo and stilt 

walking which I know they will love.  

 

Year 3 and Year 4 Monday 19th July  

Year 5 and Year 6 Tuesday 20th July 

 

 

 



 School Uniform 

 

I know that many of you will be buying new school uniform and shoes over the Summer holidays so 

now is a good time to remind you of our school uniform policy. I would hate for anyone to go and 

buy expensive sports wear or trainers that your child cannot wear to school because it is not part of 

our school uniform and PE expectations.  

 

School uniform is an important part of our school and helps give the pupils a sense of  

community and belonging.  

If you are having a problems with school uniform, please contact the school office to discuss this.        

We often have spare uniform that we would be happy for you to have.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

School Uniform 

 

What we expect to see: 

 Grey/black school trousers or skirt/

pinafore plus grey/black             

        school shorts or royal blue school dress   

        in summer months 

 White shirt or white or blue polo shirt 

 Royal blue sweatshirt or cardigan  

 For girls - grey, white or black socks or 

tights 

 

What is not acceptable school uniform: 

 Jeans of any colour  

 Tracksuit bottoms of any colour 

 Tracksuit material shorts of any colour 

 Leggings and sports leggings of any    

colour 

 Hooded tops of any colour 

Jewellery and nail varnish 

 

What is acceptable: 

 Watches 

 Stud earrings 

 

What is not acceptable: 

 Any other jewellery other than stud 

earrings 

 Nail varnish 

PE Kit 

 

What we expect to see: 

 Black shorts  

 Grey or black leggings or tracksuit       

bottoms  

 Dark green polo top or GFJS polo top 

 Trainers or black pumps 

Footwear 

 

What we expect to see: 

 Black shoes or trainers 

 Black boots for the winter months 

 Sensible sandals for the summer months 

 

What is not acceptable school uniform: 

 Coloured shoes or boots (other than 

black) 

 Coloured trainers (other than black) 

 Flip flops in the summer months 

 High heeled shoes 

 

 



Staffing Update 

Governor News 

 

We would like to welcome three new Governors to our GFJS community.  

Lauren Stewart is a parent governor and Sophie Appleby and Khadijat Abolarinwa are new           

co-opted governors.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

                

               Khadijat Abolarinwa                Lauren Stewart                Sophie Appleby                      

 

Mr Cole’s Marathon Step Challenge  

 

Mr Cole, who runs breakfast club, is also one of our midday assistants and is currently acting 

site controller is on a marathon challenge. He is raising money for the Captain Tom Foun-

dation and the NHS by walking 100 000 

steps a week!  

 

 

The children are all behind Mr Cole and 

have made posters to advertise his      

challenge.  

 

If you would like to support Mr Cole’s 

great effort and fundraising for the The 

Captain Tom Foundation and NHS, you 

can donate using his Just Giving page by 

pressing ctrl and clicking the link below.  

    

Chris Cole's 100 000 step challenge Just Giving page 

Congratulations! 

 

 

 We would like to say congratulations to one of 

 our Assistant Headteachers Mrs Millward who has 

 had a new baby boy called Isaac.  

 

 Mrs Millward is now on maternity leave.  

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Christopher-Cole13?utm_campaign=lc_frp_share_transaction_transactional_--_donation_received_--_nth_donation&utm_content=67386825-99cb-4102-89c6-721d745d7610&utm_medium=email&utm_source=postoffice&utm_term=1622635317377

