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Diary Dates 

March 
 

Thursday 3rd March 

World Book Day  

 

Wednesday 9th - Friday 18th March 

Year 4 Residential trip  to Ufton Court 

9th - 11th Miss Pritchard’s Class 

14th - 16th Miss Smith’s Class 

16th - 18th Mrs Metcalf’s lass 

 

Thursday 10th March 

Year 3 RE Inspired Easter Workshops in school  

 

Friday 11th March school hall 2.30pm 

Year 5 Mr Fox’s Class Assembly 

 

Monday 14th - Friday 25th March 

Year 5 Living Eggs 

 

Tuesday 15th - Friday 18th March 

Book Fayre in school 

 

Friday 18th March 

Comic Relief  

 

Friday 18th March 3.00 - 4.00  

RYG club starts for pupils going to RYG at Easter 

 

Monday 21st - Thursday 24th March 

Parent - Teacher consultations 

 

Wednesday 23rd March 6pm 

RYG parent meeting - school hall.  

 

Friday 25th March 

Class photographs 

 

Week beginning Monday 28th March 

Last week clubs Spring term 

 

Wednesday 30th March - Friday 1st April 

Y4 Bikeability  

We have made it through a tough half term with COVID with high numbers of children testing positive and a 

return to year group bubbles in school. I would like to thank every parent/carer that has undertaken daily 

LFD testing with their child when we have asked you to. This has meant that new COVID cases have been 

spotted quickly and this has reduced the risk of transmission to other children and to staff.  Your support with 

daily LFD testing has meant that, unlike many other schools,  we have been able to keep all classes open this 

term.  We will assess the number of positive COVID cases in the first two weeks after half term before making 

any decisions about easing off our protective measures. I will update you once we have made a decision.  

Shelly Hancock 

 Headteacher 

Diary Dates 

April/May 
 

 

Week beginning Monday 4th April 

Writing competition for pupils  

 

Thursday 7th April 6pm  

Year 4 Production for parents/carers 

 

Monday 11th - Friday 22nd April 

Easter Holidays - School Closed 

 

Wednesday 27th April 6pm 

After school clubs booking opens 

 

Monday 2nd May 

Bank Holiday - School Closed 

 

Monday 9th - Thursday 12th May 

Y6 SATs week 

 

Monday 16th May 

Summer term clubs start 

 

Monday 16th - Friday 20th May 

Year 5 Inspire Careers Week 

 

Friday 20th May 

Aspire2 Be Day 

 

Week beginning 23rd May 

Year 6 Enterprise Week 

 

Monday 30th May  - Friday 3rd June 

Half term - school closed 

 

 

 

 



Parent Consultations 

Monday 21st - Thursday 24th March 
 

We would like to invite you to talk to your child’s class teacher about their learning and progress.  

Unless we have a spike in COVID cases locally or in school, we are intending to offer face to face 

meetings again. However, we know how many parents liked the flexibility of a a remote meeting 

so will be offering three options:  

 

  1. Face to face meeting in school 

  2. Video call 

  3. Phone call 

 

The online booking system opens on Monday 7th March and will close on Friday 11th March.   

You will be sent more information on booking after half term.            

 

If you are unable to attend the time you have booked or need to alter a time after the booking has 

closed, pleased contact the school office for assistance.  

Parent consultations will take place in the main school hall.  

 

GFJS Sports 
 

As you know, we are very keen on sports at GFJS and as well as after school clubs, it is great that 

inter-school competitions have started to resume again. These give the children the opportunity to 

meet and compete with children from lots of other schools. As always, the GFJS children have      

consistently been complimented on their good attitude and sportsmanship whether we are winning 

or not. We feel opportunities for competitive sports are really important but we equally hold good 

manners and sportsmanship equally as high and so are delighted at how well our children are     

representing the school with their sporting prowess and their excellent attitudes.  

 

 

  
 

 

 
 

Year 6 Orienteering Team at Pangbourne College 



  

World Book Day  

Thursday 3rd March 

 

Just to remind you all that World Book Day is                          

Thursday 3rd March.  

 

As well as dressing up as their favourite book characters children will have a day of book related 

workshops and activities in their year groups and a special assembly.                                                        

So get creative over half term with your costumes!  

 

 

 All children will also receive their £1 book token which they can use to buy one of 15 special         

£1 books on sale at Waterstones and WH Smith in Reading town centre, Fourbears Bookshop in 

Caversham and RISC World Shop on London Street. 

Tokens are valid until 27th March 2022 in shops.   

 

If you don’t fancy one of the £1 books you can use it as part payment for books at the Book Fayre 

which is coming to school on  Tuesday 15th to Friday 18th March. 

      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are lots of free games, activities and competitions on the World Book Day website.  

https://www.worldbookday.com/resources/primary/  

 

Free Audio Books 

The organisers of World Book Day are also offering 20 free audio books for children to listen to. 

These are available until 30th March.  

https://www.worldbookday.com/world-of-stories/ 

https://www.worldbookday.com/resources/primary/
https://www.worldbookday.com/world-of-stories/


Comic Relief 

  Friday 18th March 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will be supporting this charity event again this year with two events for children.  

 

Wear something red. £1 donation. Children can donate £1 to wear something red or a Comic Relief 

nose, t-shirt or deeley-poppers on the day. Official merchandise is available from Sainsbury and       

TK Maxx  

 

         Cake Sale 

We will be holding a cake sale in year groups at break time so will need cake donations from 

home,  Please remember that we need a list of ingredients for all cakes so if you are baking at 

home, please tape a list of ingredients on the bag or container.   

 

         Dolce School Meals Update 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

School meal price       

increase postponed!  

 

We are pleased to tell you that after 

talking to Dolce they have agreed to 

postpone their planned increase to 

the cost of school meals which was 

due to come into place in April.  

 

The 10p increase will now not take 

place until  September 2022 and 

there will be NO increase in April.  

 

The cost of a school meal will              

continue to be £2.20 per day until 

September.  

Star Plate Winner 

 

Each term, Dolce hold a star 

plate day when one lucky 

pupil having school dinner 

will find a star on the       

bottom of their plate.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The lucky winner last term 

was Noah from Y6 who 

swapped his star for a £5 

Amazon voucher!  



 

Health & Fitness At GFJS 

 

   We are always looking for new ways to improve the health and fitness of the children at GFJS.  

 

Mile A Day 

One of the most popular things on our playground is our new mile a day track. Pupils can walk or 

run the track and need to complete 6 laps of the track to have completed a mile.  

Everyone who completes a mile gets a sticker which they collect to earn certificates and                      

water bottles. We have some very keen children who regularly clock up 10 miles each week.  

 

After School Sports Clubs 

   We know that both you and your children really value the range of after school clubs that we 

provide and we will always make sure that there are a good range of sports clubs each term.                   

This term we have the following after school sports clubs running: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Coming in the Summer Term … 

Family Fitness 

    

    After Easter we will be offering our first family fitness club which will be for parents and  

 children to attend together. This will be run by a professional sports coach and will take   

 place after school once a week. The cost will be just £1 per family per week!  

So if you would love to spend some time getting fit and having some fun with your children, sign 

up for this great new club. Further details will be in the Summer Term Clubs Booklet. 

Basketball Football 

Zumba 

Cricket Gynmastics Street Dance 

Tennis Martial Arts Dodgeball 



Times Tables News!  

    

Times tables are an essential part of maths and knowing their times tables will make many other       

areas of maths much easier for children.  All children are expected to practise their times table at 

home every week and can log into their Times Tables Rock Stars account to help with their  prac-

tice. At GFJS, we have long had times tables challenges for the children to try to achieve and we 

have recently changed these.   

CHALLENGE 1:  Time Tables Mini Certificates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHALLENGE 2: Time Tables Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards 

 

 

 

 

 

CHALLENGE 3: Time Tables Badges 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHALLENGE 4: Times Table Wizard Badges 

 

 

 

Congratulations 

to Bilal in Year 5 

who is our first 

Time Tables  

Wizard!   

Children who get 20/20 in their 2, 5 and 10 times 

table tests will earn their bronze mini award.    

They then try to achieve their 3, 4, 6 and 8 times 

tables to gain their silver mini award and their 7, 9, 

11 and 12 to achieve their gold mini certificate.  

The next task is to try to achieve their larger bronze, 

silver and gold awards by knowing the multiplication 

and division facts off by heart for each of the tables. 

So as well as knowing 6 x 7 = 42, children need to 

be able to answer questions such as  42 ÷ 6 = ?  

Once this is complete, pupils have the chance to win times 

table badges by answering a mixture of questions 

(multiplication and division) from all their times tables.   

They have 2 minutes to answer as many as possible.                 

Many children are very fast at this and they can earn their 

40s, 60s or 80s badges. So to get a 40 badge pupils must 

answer 40 multiplication and division questions in 2 

minutes about tables up to 12 x 12!  

To be a times table wizard, pupils have a mix-

ture of questions to answer which require them 

to use their knowledge of multiplication and 

division.      

For example they may need to answer 500 x 

90 using their knowledge of 5 x 9.   

It is a challenging award and they have to be 

very secure with their times tables.  Many chil-

dren are now battling to earn their wizards 

badges!  



 

New WEC Minibuses! 

 

We are delighted to announce that Aspire2, our local Whitley charity, and the John Sykes           

Foundation has raised money for the Whitley schools to lease two brand new minibuses for their 

exclusive use!  

This amazingly generous donation to the WEC schools from by John Sykes and Aspire2 means 

that we will be able to take classes out and about locally more frequently without the need to 

take public transport. It also means we can take classes on day trips without the need for                    

expensive coach hire.  

 

 

We were delighted to take some of our children to the launch of the minibuses last term where 

the children met the Mayor Rachel Eden.     

 

We have already made good use of the minibus taking the choir to the Hexagon and the school 

football team to a match in Thatcham.  Year 4 will also be using the minibuses for their residential 

visit to Ufton Court next term.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aspire2 was established in 2007 when the Excellence in Cities funding ended.  The 11 schools of 

the Whitley Excellence Cluster (WEC) wanted to make sure they could still provide enrichment  

activities to the children and families of south Reading.  Aspire2 now runs as an independent  

charity supporting children and families in south Reading.  

 

You can find out more about the Aspire2 charity on its website.  

https://aspire2whitley.com/ 

 



 

Good Book Mentions  

 

This year we are linking our Good Book mentions to our school values.  

Each fortnight, each teacher nominates two pupils in their class who have demonstrated our                            

school values in action. We are pleased to share with you all names of all the children that have been          

mentioned in the Good Book so far this term.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We focus on a different value each month in school and have assemblies exploring what each value means 

and what it would look like in school, at home, in our local community and in the wider world.  

 

Our monthly values  

 

Year 3 

 

Dhavan - resilience 
Ezra– responsible 
Izara - responsible  
Mannan - kindness 
Lola - resilience 
Wahaj - responsible 
Evan - responsible 
Maryam - respect 
Haider- respect 
Adyuth- respect 
 
 

Year 4 

 

Aamina - responsible 
Abdur - responsible 
Lilly AS - responsible 
Diarra  - responsible 
Willow - resilience  
Ava - kindness 
Martin - resilience 
Iqra - responsible 
Levi - responsible 
Rowen - resilience 
 
 

Year 5 

 

Bilal - responsible 
Adi - resilience 
Ashleigh - resilience 
Decan- responsible 
Alfie R - resilience 
Bary - responsible 
Orion - resilience 
Rayyan - responsible 
Aiden - responsible 
 
 
 

Year 6 

 

Jacob M - responsible 
Pheobe - resilience 
Isa - responsible 
Shona - resilience 
Kai- responsible 
Ayham - responsible 
Abiona - resilience 
Shanelle - responsible 
Jack L - resilience 
Noah - respect 
 
 

September - Resilience October  - Responsible November  - Kindness December - Honesty 

January - Respectful February - Resilience March /April - Kindness 
May - Honesty 

June  - Responsible July - Respectful 


